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}RTI is a school improvement process carried out 
predominately through general education.  It requires 
that ALL teachers take responsibility for ALL students.  

}RTI is a tool for early intervention so that students do 
not have to wait for a label to receive intensive 
instruction.  

}RTI may be used to identify students with disabilities.  
Data is used to determine whether or not students 
respond to the targeted interventions.  

}Universal screening identifies all students 
with specific learning deficits

}Systematic early intervention provides 
effective instruction for all learning deficits

}School - wide implementation models provide 
remediation, skill - building, and enrichment 
to all students

}Intervention reinforces skills being taught in 
core curriculum

}Research- based interventions

}Data- based decision making

}Measures to assure fidelity of instruction 

} Standard Protocol Interventions

ƁStandard interventions 
ƁSmall groups participate

ƁPreferred by researchers

} Problem Solving Individualized Interventions
ƁDecisions based on individual needs of learner

ƁProblem solving approach

ƁPreferred by practitioners

} Academic Interventions
ƁStandard Protocol for most common deficits
ƁProblem Solving for individual needs in Tiers 2 and 3

} Behavioral Interventions
ƁStandard Protocol for school and class wide implementation

ƁProblem Solving for individual student needs
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}Universal Screening ðall students 3 times per 
year

}Progress Monitoring ðall students receiving 
interventions
ƁTier 2 - every 2 - 4 weeks

ƁTier 3 ðevery 1 - 2 weeks

}Diagnostic ðany time for additional 
information to aid in instructional decision -
making

}Tool is too long

}Overuse of diagnostics

}Lack of use for decision making

}Lack of understanding of data

}Every student receiving interventions should 
have long - term and incremental goals
ƁLong term - benchmark indicating attainment of 

grade - level standards

ƁIncremental ðexpected functioning level in 
specified number of weeks (often 10 - 12 weeks)

Consider:
}Baseline score

}Number of weeks of intervention being planned for 

}Average rate of growth for skill (weekly growth rate 
or norms)

} Intensity of Instruction

Types of Goals:
}Reach benchmark

} Incremental

Grade Realistic growth 
rates per week

Ambitious growth 
rates per week

1 2 3

2 1.5 2

3 1 1.5

4 .85 1.1

5 0.5 0.8

6 0.3 0.65

Hosp, Hosp, & Howell, 2007
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Grade Percentile Fall (wrc) Winter 
(wrc)

Spring 
(wrc)

1 90%

75%

50%

25%

10%

49

22

8

2

0

78

46

23

23

6

106

80

52

28

15

ÅMadison: 1st grade (January)

ÅWhat is the outcome goal?

ðThe spring benchmark for 1st grade ORF is a minimum of 40 
correct words per minute

ÅWhat is the baseline performance?

ð8 wpm, 1st Grade DIBELS ORF

ÅHow many weeks of instruction will be provided?

ï16 weeks

ÅHow much growth is needed?

ð32 wpm 

ÅHow much growth does this require per week?

ð32 divided by 16 weeks = 2 words per week

ÅWhat is the average growth rate for 1st grade ORF?

ðRealistic 2, Ambitious 3

ÅWhat is an appropriate goal for Madison?

ð40 wpm

The aimline connects where you are to where you want 
to get to, and shows the course to follow to get there.
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} Madison: 1st grade (January)
} What is the outcome goal?
ƁThe spring benchmark for 1st grade ORF is a minimum of 40 correct 

words per minute

} What is the baseline performance?
Ɓ8 wpm, 1st Grade DIBELS ORF

} How many weeks of instruction will be provided?
Ɓ10 weeks

} How much growth is needed?
Ɓ32 wpm 

} How much growth does this require per week?
Ɓ32 divided by 10 weeks = 3.2 words per week

} What is the average growth rate for 1st grade ORF?
ƁRealistic 2, Ambitious 3

} What is an appropriate goal for Madison?

}Scenario 1

Ɓ3 days per week

Ɓ20 minutes per session

Use realistic growth rate
2 wpm x 10 weeks = 20wpm 

gain

20 wpm gain + 8 wpm baseline 
= 28wpm interim goal

}Scenario 2

Ɓ5 days per week

Ɓ40 minutes per session

Use ambitious growth rate
3 wpm x 10 weeks = 30wpm gain

30 wpm gain + 8 wpm baseline = 
38wpm goal

10 weeks of instruction, 3 days per week, 

20 minutes per session
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10 weeks of instruction, 5 days per week, 

30 minutes per session
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}Goal of remediating academic deficit rather 
than enhancing general education (Vaughn & 
Fuchs, 2003).

}Standard interventions set up in school for 
immediate access to students experiencing 
difficulties

}Schools can develop based on school - wide 
needs assessment, progress monitoring 
results, standardized test results, etc.

}Small group format (3 - 5 students)


